
Purpose of The 
Emergency 
Planning and 
Community 
Right-to-Know 
Act (EPCRA) of 
1986

Ensure first responders and citizens are 
prepared for an accidental chemical 
release.

Increase the public’s knowledge of and 
access to information on:

The presence of hazardous chemicals in 
their communities.

Releases of hazardous chemicals into the 
environment.



EACH COMMITTEE SHALL 
INCLUDE, AT A MINIMUM, 
REPRESENTATIVES FROM 

EACH OF THE FOLLOWING 
GROUPS OR ORGANIZATIONS: 

ELECTED STATE AND 
LOCAL OFFICIALS; 

LAW ENFORCEMENT, 
CIVIL DEFENSE, 
FIREFIGHTING, 

FIRST AID, HEALTH, 
LOCAL ENVIRONMENTAL, 

HOSPITAL, 

AND TRANSPORTATION 
PERSONNEL; BROADCAST 

AND PRINT MEDIA; 
COMMUNITY GROUPS; 

AND OWNERS AND 
OPERATORS OF 

FACILITIES SUBJECT TO 
THE REQUIREMENTS OF 

THIS SUBCHAPTER.



Department of Homeland Security (DHS) 
Office of Chemical Security

United States Coast Guard

U.S. Department of Labor (DOL) 
Occupational Safety and Health 
Administration (OSHA)



On October 23, 2018, America's Water 
Infrastructure Act (AWIA) was signed into law, 
amending numerous provisions of the Safe 
Drinking Water Act (SDWA). AWIA also 
amended the Emergency Planning and 
Community Right-to-Know Act (EPCRA).



Each local emergency planning 
committee shall evaluate the 
need for resources necessary 
to develop, implement, and 
exercise the emergency plan, 
and shall make 
recommendations with 
respect to additional resources 
that may be required and the 
means for providing such 
additional resources.



• Each emergency plan shall include (but is not limited to) 
each of the following:

• (1) Identification of facilities subject to the requirements 
of this subchapter that are within the emergency planning 
district, identification of routes likely to be used for the 
transportation of substances on the list of extremely 
hazardous substances referred to in section 11002(a) of this 
title, and identification of additional facilities contributing or 
subjected to additional risk due to their proximity to facilities 
subject to the requirements of this subchapter, such as 
hospitals or natural gas facilities. 



(2) Methods and procedures to 
be followed by facility owners 

and operators and local 
emergency and medical 

personnel to respond to any 
release of such substances. 

3) Designation of a community 
emergency coordinator and 

facility emergency 
coordinators, who shall make 
determinations necessary to 

implement the plan. 



(4) Procedures providing reliable, 
effective, and timely notification by the 
facility emergency coordinators and the 
community emergency coordinator to 
persons designated in the emergency 

plan, and to the public, that a release has 
occurred (consistent with the emergency 

notification requirements of section 
11004 of this title). 

(5) Methods for determining the 
occurrence of a release, and the area or 
population likely to be affected by such 

release. 



(6) A description of emergency 
equipment and facilities in the 

community and at each facility in 
the community subject to the 

requirements of this subchapter, 
and an identification of the persons 
responsible for such equipment and 

facilities. 

(7) Evacuation plans, including 
provisions for a precautionary 

evacuation and alternative traffic 
routes. 



(8) Training programs, 
including schedules for 

training of local 
emergency response 

and medical personnel. 

(9) Methods and 
schedules for exercising 

the emergency plan.



Energize Your 
Local 
Emergency 
Planning 
Committees 
(LEPC)

Continuing 
education

Leadership

Team 
building



Energize Your 
Local 
Emergency 
Planning 
Committees 
(LEPC)

Empower to 
Complete 

Meaningful 
Tasks

Recognize 
Contributions

Professional 
Development









EPCRA (Non-Section 313) Online Training for States, 
Tribes, LEPCs, Local Planners and Responders
This training describes the requirements of the Emergency Planning and Community Right-to-
Know Act (EPCRA). It provides the implementing regulations and guidance for agencies to fulfill 
the responsibilities prescribed in the law, and prepares them to provide compliance assistance to 
facilities.
Participants will learn:
•The history of EPCRA;
•The requirements for state, tribal, and local agencies to prepare and protect the community from 
chemical emergencies;
•The requirements for industry to report the storage and releases of certain chemicals; and
•The release reporting requirements under the Comprehensive Environmental Response, 
Compensation, and Liability Act (CERCLA) as they relate to the EPCRA emergency release 
reporting requirements. 
•https://www.epa.gov/epcra/epcra-non-section-313-online-training-states-tribes-lepcs-local-
planners-and-responders

https://www.epa.gov/epcra/epcra-non-section-313-online-training-states-tribes-lepcs-local-planners-and-responders


National LEPC-TEPC Handbook
EPA developed this national handbook as a resource for local and tribal emergency planning committees (LEPCs and 
TEPCs) to strengthen community preparedness for accidental chemical releases. It compiles and expands upon 
existing guidance materials for the Emergency Planning and Community Right-to-Know Act (EPCRA) and its 
amendments under the America’s Water Infrastructure Act (AWIA) of 2018. This resource will be particularly helpful 
for new members of tribal and local organizations responsible for implementing EPCRA and for communities that 
may deal with chemical accidents.
The full handbook document and individual chapters are provided below. The handbook is organized in sections:
•Preface
•Part I: Statutory and Regulatory Requirements for Facilities, States, Tribes and Local Agencies

• Part I contains statutory and regulatory requirements for facilities to comply with EPCRA, including statutory 
exemptions as well as EPA’s interpretations for certain scenarios and substances covered under these 
exemptions. 

•Part II: Guidance and Resources for Implementing EPCRA
• Part II contains suggestions and guidance for LEPCs and TEPCs to carry out the responsibilities established 

under EPCRA.
•Appendices
•Technical Resources
•https://www.epa.gov/epcra/national-lepc-tepc-handbook

https://www.epa.gov/epcra/local-emergency-planning-committees
https://www.epa.gov/epcra
https://www.epa.gov/epcra/amendments-epcra-americas-water-infrastructure-act
https://www.epa.gov/epcra/national-lepc-tepc-handbook#full
https://www.epa.gov/epcra/national-lepc-tepc-handbook#preface
https://www.epa.gov/epcra/national-lepc-tepc-handbook#part1
https://www.epa.gov/epcra/national-lepc-tepc-handbook#part2
https://www.epa.gov/epcra/national-lepc-tepc-handbook#appendices
https://www.epa.gov/epcra/national-lepc-tepc-handbook#techresources
https://www.epa.gov/epcra/national-lepc-tepc-handbook


















“ONE 
PLAN”

26

Integrated Contingency 
Plan (ICP)

The “One Plan” is a 
highly functional 
document for use in 
varied emergency 
situations and provides a 
mechanism for complying 
with multiple emergency 
planning requirements. 
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GENERAL DUTY CLAUSE (GDC)
CLEAN AIR ACT SECTION 112(r)(1) 
Specifically, Section 112(r)(1) states:
(r) Prevention of Accidental Releases
(1) Purpose and General Duty - It shall be the 
objective of the regulations and
programs authorized under this subsection to 
prevent the accidental release and to
minimize the consequences of any such release 
of any substance listed pursuant to
paragraph (3) or any other extremely 
hazardous substance. 

29



• The owners and operators of stationary 
sources producing, processing, handling or 
storing such substances have a general duty, in 
the same manner and to the same extent as 
section 654, title 29 of the United States Code, 
to identify hazards which may result from 
such releases using appropriate hazard 
assessment techniques, 

• to design and maintain a safe facility taking 
such steps as are necessary to prevent releases, 
and

• to minimize the consequences of accidental 
releases which do occur. 



CAMEO
Chemicals

ALOHA® MARPLOT® CAMEO Data 
Manager
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